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The aim of this study guide is to introduce the topic which shall be discussed at 

MUNLawS' 2020 Security Council. By providing essential background information to the 

delegates, the following text was written as an overview or rather an introduction of the 

topic titled The Situation in Nagorno-Karabakh - The dispute between Armenia and 

Azerbaijan. Hence the participants are encouraged to further research and prepare their 

statements from the viewpoint of the country they shall represent. In addition, broader 

knowledge attributes greatly to a fruitful (and interesting) debate. 

 

The main purpose of Security Council is maintaining international peace and security. 

Its decisions and resolutions are legally binding for all members of the United Nations 

under the Chapter IV of Charter of the United Nations. There are 15 members of the 

Council, 5 of which are permanent (China, France, Russian Federation, United Kingdom 

and United States) and 10 non-permanent. They are elected for two-year terms by the 

General Assembly. 

 

In order to familiarize with the procedure of the simulation, special guide titled Rules of 

Procedure is available on our website for the delegates to prepare for the conference. 

In case of any misunderstanding, we kindly ask the delegates to consult with us, the 

chairs, prior to the sessions so that the Council's debate will run smoothly. As this year's 

conference will be held online due to ongoing pandemic, we also kindly ask the 

participants for their understanding in case of any technical problems. 

 

 

 

 

Introduction to the Committee 
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The conflict is taking place in the 

South Caucasus, more exactly in 

region of Nagorno-Karabakh, where 

the ethnically Armenian population 

declared independence from 

Azerbaijan in 1992.  

 

However, the Republic of Nagorno-

Karabakh, officially referred to as the 

Republic of Artsakh, is internationally recognized as a part of Azerbaijani territory, with zero 

UN member states offering an official recognition. The only states that proclaim it as a 

legitimate state are three non-UN members, which are equally perceived as non-

independent by the international community – Abkhazia, South Ossetia and Transnistria. 

The entity of Nagorno-Karabakh on the other hand is de facto independent, at first 

composed of the territory with borders according to the Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous 

Oblast within the Azerbaijan Soviet Socialist Republic of the USSR. As of the declaration of 

independence until today, Artsakhi forces have occupied more of the Azerbaijani territory, 

resulting it to cover 4400 km2 and thus effectively border Armenia, Azerbaijan and Iran. 

The region is mainly mountainous, rich in precious metals such as gold and copper. It is a 

strategically important mountainous region marked with ethnic conflict, as the population 

of 150’000 citizens within the Azerbaijani-claimed territory mainly identifies as Armenian. 

 

The Situation in Nagorno-Karabakh 

I. Geographic Outline 

The Dispute Between Armenia and Azerbaijan  

Figure 1: The Map of Current Territorial Occupation 
(en.wikipedia.org, 2020a) 



 5 

 

Pre-Soviet Era 

With the history of first settlements in the region dating back to 8th century BC, Nagorno-

Karabakh was part of ancient Armenian state called Uratu, which was passed to Persia, later 

conquered by the Arabs, Mongols, Turks and most notably, the Russian Empire in 19th 

century.  Regardless of cultural differences based on origin and religion, Armenians and 

Azerbaijanis seemed to peacefully coexist up until late 18th century, when first notable 

disputes occurred. After Russian invasion, which lead to the region becoming a vasal state 

to the Russian Empire in 1805 and, in 1823, Russian Karabakh Province, tensions between 

Armenians and Azerbaijanis grew rapidly and have not ceased until this day.  

 

However, it was not solely Russian 

annexation that triggered the conflict. In 

1828, after two years of Russian-Persian 

war, the Russian Empire and Quajar Iran 

signed the Treaty of Turkmenchay, 

which resulted in Russia once again 

gaining power over seven regions in the 

South Caucasus, including the region 

that is now known as the Nagorno-

Karabakh. Due to being more culturally 

related to Christian Armenians rather 

than Muslim Azerbaijanis, the Russian 

authorities favoured Armenians over Azerbaijanis. Throughout 19th century, while being 

under the protection of the Russian tsar, Armenians gained political and military influence, 

forcing thousands of Azerbaijanis to flee to Iran, Turkey and Central Azerbaijan. 

Simultaneously, more than one hundred thousand Armenians resettled to Nagorno-

Karabakh from Iran, Turkey and other parts of South Caucasus. By 1897, Karabakh was 43 

% Armenian and 55 % Azerbaijani. (Wilson, Parker, 2017). 

Figure 2: Map of the Greater Armenia (en.wikipedia.org, 2020) 

II. Historic Outline 
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Tensions continued to grow and with the 1905 Russian Revolution, open ethnic conflict 

erupted. Between 1905 and 1907, during Armenian-Tartar War, more than two million 

Azerbaijanis were either killed or forced to flee. Meanwhile, Armenian nationalists, still 

backed by the tsar, developed the idea of restoring Greater Armenia, state that briefly 

existed at the turn of the second century BC and expanded itself from Black to Caspian Sea.  

In 1918, following the Bolshevik revolution and the collapse of the Russian Empire in 1917, 

Armenia and Azerbaijan both declared independence, which was supported by 

international community, as it prevented the spread of Bolshevism. Despite now being 

independent states, tensions between the parties involved continued on a much larger 

scale.  

 

In 1918, with the support of Great Britain, Azerbaijan laid claim to Karabakh. Although 

Azerbaijan and Karabakh entered into a preliminary agreement on which they agreed to 

discuss the status of the region at the Paris Peace conference, (Seidualiyeva, 2019), conflict 

remained unresolved. Moreover, international community did not intervene. Later on, the 

League of Nations rejected Azerbaijan’s request for membership in organization, as a result 

of unresolved border issues.  

 

Following the armed conflict, thousands of civilians were killed, and many cities razed. With 

both armies stationed mainly in the Nagorno-Karabakh region, Bolsheviks quickly seized 

the entire South Caucasus. In April 1920, Azerbaijan lost its independence and by the end 

of 1921, Soviets controlled both parties involved in what is now known as the Nagorno-

Karabakh conflict.   

 

Soviet Era 

 

After annexation to the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic, Vladimir Lenin and 

Mustafa Kemal Atatürk signed the Treaty of Moscow in 1921. The peace treaty between The 

Grand Assembly of Turkey and Russia stipulated the establishment of region Nagorno-

Karabakh, as Turks feared strong Armenian state. Although Soviets did not hide the fact 

that they favoured Armenians over Azerbaijanis, it all changed when Josef Stalin rose to 
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power. In 1923, after his intervention, an autonomous province Nagorno-Karabakh was 

established, but as a part of the Azerbaijani Soviet Socialist Republic. Now being the leader 

of the Soviet Union, Stalin’s position was based on whatever served the time rather than 

historical realities. (Niftaliyev, 2010). He saw rigid control of the region by the Soviet Union 

as the only way of settling relations between Armenians and Azerbaijanis, while 

simultaneously providing unitary, multi-ethnic state. However, that only temporarily froze 

the conflict.  

 

By 1926, only 6 % of the population in the region was Azerbaijani. Despite being a minority 

in the province, Azerbaijanis attempted to eliminate Armenian majority through various 

forms of discrimination and violation of Armenian people’s rights. Consequently, many 

Armenians left the region, while others were forcefully moved. By 1979, percentage of 

Azerbaijani inhabitants in the province increased to 25 %. This resulted in exacerbated 

tensions, firstly seen disguised through local politics, but later, on a much larger scale, after 

1985, when democratization of the Soviet Union began with Perestroika movement under 

Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev. By instituting Glasnost as Soviet policy of open discussion 

of political and social issues, the region’s ethnic tensions were now expressed openly. Once 

again, the idea of Great Armenia emerged and in February 1988, regional parliament of the 

province demanded unification with Armenia, which was, not surprisingly, rejected by 

Azerbaijan. 

 

Ethnic clashes broke out, with each side accusing the other of hostilities. Nearly 370 

thousand inhabitants were either expelled or forced to flee, while more than 20 thousand 

civilians were killed on both sides. Despite the fact that the days of rigid Soviet regime were 

over, Moscow put the region under Martial law, which was lifted in 1989. Soviets never 

succeeded to reconcile Armenians and Azerbaijani of Nagorno- Karabakh. Dissolution of the 

Soviet Union followed, and Azerbaijan declared its independence from the Soviet Union in 

October 1991.  
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Two months later, in December, Nagorno-Karabakh declared independence from 

Azerbaijan. Now once again being independent states after nearly 70 years of Soviet 

oppression, full-scale war between Armenia and Azerbaijan erupted. 

 

 

 

The formation of the Republic of Artsakh 

 

On 10th December 1991, referendum was held in the region about the independence of 

Nagorno-Karabakh. Armenians voted for the formation of the independent state with 

99.98% of the votes in favour, whereas the Azerbaijani boycotted the vote. The Republic of 

Artsakh had declared its independence, however the act has been deemed not in 

accordance with the USSR Constitution, as it only predicted for the 15 republics to be able 

to hold such a referendum. Nagorno-Karabakh being only an Autonomous Oblast within 

the Azerbaijan S.S.R, along with the Azerbaijani boycott, has put the legitimacy of the vote 

into question. The USSR put forward a proposal for the Nagorno-Karabakh to remain within 

Azerbaijan as an autonomous oblast, but to receive a higher degree of autonomy, which 

was promptly rejected by both sides. Failing to reach a satisfactory agreement for both 

entities, a war between Azerbaijan and Nagorno-Karabakh, backed by Armenia, ensued.  

 

1991 – The War of Nagorno-Karabakh 

 

The war that followed took around 20’000 casualties and prompted a large-scale refugee 

crisis, leading to many acts of brutality executed by both sides, such as the Khojaly 

Massacre in which 161 Azerbaijanis were murdered by the Armenians, or the Pogrom in 

Baku, in which the Armenian population of the Azerbaijani capital city was targeted. Along 

with the allegations of unethical acts, both sides were accused of the use of mercenaries in 

order to stimulate the progression of war in their favour.  

 

Many states had undertaken the efforts of mediation between the two parties, more 

notably Russia, Kazakhstan and Iran, all of them without an effect. In 1992, a body named 

III. Historic Outline 
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Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) Minsk Group was formed in 

order to address the conflict, chaired by France, Russia and the United States. 

Conflict moved to the proximity of the Iranian border, prompting Iran and Turkey to warn 

Armenians to cease. However, cease-fire deals were repeatedly ignored by both sides. 

Turkey ceased official international relations with Armenia over the dispute, notably 

closing the border in 1993. 

 

By the year 1994, Artsakh forces have effectively occupied 20% of Azerbaijani territory, 

leading to official recognition of Nagorno-Karabakh as the third party in this conflict by 

Azerbaijan. Direct negotiations between two aforementioned parties prompted to the 

establishment of Bishkek ceasefire and de facto independence of the Republic of Artsakh. 

Since then, the Republic has held many parliamentary elections and even approved a 

constitution in 2006. 

 

Many conflicts followed, with the more serious ones in 2008, 2010, in between 2011-2013, 

and with the last serious flare up until now in 2016. 

 

 

 

Again, tensions continued to rise in the region. 

Armenia and Russia announced an air defence 

exercise, causing Azerbaijan and Turkey to respond 

with the execution of military exercise in turn. 

The conflict escalated on 27th September 2020, as 

the Azerbaijani launched an attack on Stepanakert, 

a city proclaimed to be capital of the Artsakh 

republic. Artsakh responded with a declaration of 

martial law and mobilization of male population. 

Azerbaijani forces have continued to shell 

Stepanakert, leading to the city to remain without 

power. Armenian forces have returned the attacks, 

shelling the Azerbaijani city of Ganja as well. 
Figure 3: Figure 2: Conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh (BBC 

News, 2020) 

IV. The Events of 2020 
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There have been numerous allegations of damage to the economically and culturally important 

infrastructure. The Armenian Apostolic Church, Ghazanchetsots (Holy Saviour) Cathedral, had been 

damaged, however Azerbaijan denies involvement. The country accuses Armenia of attempts to 

damage oil and gas infrastructure, namely Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan pipeline, which is, in turn, denied by 

Armenia. As of 9th of October, as much as 300 people have officially died just in the first 12 days of 

clashes, the number that could be even higher. 

 

Long term effects of the conflict have already begun to show. Cities have been rendered to be ghost 

towns, as up to 1.5 million people have fled due to the continuous conflict. Both sides are accusing 

each other of attempts to ethnically cleanse the area, with the Armenian Prime Minister Nikol 

Pashinyan declaring the ongoing crisis ‘genocide of Armenians’. There are several attempts of 

outside nations to resolve the conflict – Minsk group is scheduled to meet on 12th of October. 

 

 

  

Figure 4: Derbis in the Nagorno Karabah after the attack on Spetember 27, 2020 (dw.com, 2020) 
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United Nations Security Council 

 

There are currently four Security Council resolutions regarding the Nagorno-Karabakh 

conflict. All of them were adopted in 1993, at the peak of The War of Nagorno-Karabakh. 

However, Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter, which opens the way to take further 

measures, has not been invoked yet. Moreover, resolutions have never been fully 

implemented although they are legally binding.  

 

Resolution 

no. 

Purpose Date 

822 Calls for the cessation of hostilities and the 

withdrawal of all occupying forces from Kelbajar 

and other recently occupied areas of the 

Azerbaijani Republic following its occupation on 

April 3, 1993. 

April 30, 1993 

853 Demands the immediate cessation of all hostilities, 

calls on the withdrawal of the occupying forces 

from Agdam and other recently occupied areas of 

the Azerbaijani Republic and reaffirms UN 

Resolution 822. 

July 28, 1993 

874 Calls for the preservation of the ceasefire, cessation 

of hostilities and withdrawal of Armenian troops 

from recently occupied Azerbaijani districts of 

Fizuli (August 23, 1993), Jabrayil (August 26, 1993), 

Qubadli (September 31, 1993) and other recently 

occupied areas of the Azerbaijani Republic and 

reaffirms UN Resolutions 822 and 853. 

October 14, 1993 

V. Past Actions of the United Nations 
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884 Condemns the recent violations of the cease-fire 

established between the parties, which resulted in 

a resumption of hostilities; calls upon the 

Government of Armenia to use its influence to 

achieve compliance by the Armenians of the 

Nagorno-Karabakh region of the Azerbaijani 

Republic with resolutions 822, 853 and 874; 

demands from the parties concerned the 

immediate cessation of armed hostilities; calls for 

the withdrawal of Armenia from Azerbaijani district 

of Zangilan and reaffirms UN Resolutions 822, 853, 

874 

November 12, 1993 

Table 1: Resolutions of the Security Council regarding Nagorno-Karabakh (en.wikipedia.org, 2020) 

 

Due to the fact that tensions have once again risen, Security Council already condemned 

the events of 2020 and called on Armenia and Azerbaijan to immediately stop fighting. It is 

expected that UN Security Council will hold emergency talks on Nagorno-Karabakh conflict 

in the week of October 12, 2020. 

 

General Assembly Resolution 62/243 

 

United Nations General Assembly Resolution 62/243, titled “The Situation in the Occupied 

Territories of Azerbaijan” was adopted on 14th March 2008. While 39 members voted for, 7 

against and 100 abstained, it became fifth United Nations document regarding Nagorno-

Karabakh conflict. it was presented by Permanent Representative of Azerbaijan to the 

United Nations.  
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Other Peace Negotiations  

 

As mentioned above, in 1992, a body named Organization for Security and Co-operation in 

Europe (OSCE) Minsk Group was formed in order to address the conflict, chaired by France, 

Russia and the United States.  

 

First high-level meetings of representatives of Armenia and Azerbaijan following the events 

of 2020 were held in Moscow on October 9, 2020. After nearly 10 hours of negotiations, 

parties agreed to ceasefire. Moreover, the agreement stipulates future peace talks. 

Regardless of truce, Armenia and Azerbaijan continue to accuse each other for the conflict, 

violation of the agreement and new attacks.  

 

 
Figure 5:Azerbaijan's Foreign Minister Jeyhun Bayramov, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov and Armenia's Foreign 

Minister Zohrab Mnastsakanyan during the Meeting in Moscow on October 9, 2020.(France24, 2020) 
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The situation in Nagorno-Karabakh is undoubtedly one of the longest lasting disputes over 

land. It was affected by years of foreign oppression, insufficient attention of international 

community and inefficient attempts to resolve the conflict. The Soviets managed, at least 

for some time, to freeze the unrest through force and violation of people’s rights, but 

everything backfired when the Soviet Union collapsed, and violence escalated. Although 

Armenia and Azerbaijan agreed to ceasefire on October 9, they have done so in the past, but 

the conflict continued, and the issue still remains unresolved almost 30 years after both 

states declared their independence for the second time. Moreover, four resolutions have 

been adopted by the Security Council, but none of them was fully implemented.  

 

Some questions to consider in the debate are listed in the text bellow. However, we 

encourage delegates to further research the topic and consider other issues that require 

immediate attention and action of the United Nations Security Council.  

 

• As many attempts were made to reconcile but none of them was successful, how 

could Security Council approach in order to reach final agreement? How can the 

parties involved be encouraged to resolve the ongoing conflict? As other mediators 

outside bodies of the United Nations intervened, how could Security Council play its 

role, which is ensuring international peace and security?  

 

• With four resolutions that have already been adopted by Security Council but failed 

at its implementation, what could Security Council do to ensure its legally binding 

resolutions will indeed be fully implemented? What is your country’s position on 

disrespecting legally binding documents of both parties involved?  

 

• In the past, attempts were made to consider the will of people while attempting to 

resolve the conflict, for example via referendum. Moreover, it is the strong national 

pride of the inhabitants that drives them to war rather than more common causes 

VI. Issues to Address and Questions to Consider 
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such as presence of natural resources in the region. How can that influence further 

peace talks and eventual truce? Is or was the will of the people adequately 

recognized in the past attempts to reach an agreement? What is your country’s 

position regarding taking the will of the people into account when resolving 

territorial disputes? What can be done to protect human rights as well as maintain 

law and order within the means of the Security council? 

 

 

As already mentioned in the introduction section of this study guide, further research on 

the topic is necessary. We are convinced that that shall contribute to fruitful debates. In the 

study guide, links to the past resolutions of the Security Council and General Assembly are 

provided bellow.   

 

Past resolutions of the Security Council and General Assembly regarding Nagorno-

Karabakh 

• UN SC Resolution 822, available at: http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/doc/822 

• UN SC Resolution 853, available at:  http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/doc/853 

• UN SC Resolution 874, available at: http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/doc/874 

•  UN SC Resolution 884, available at: http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/doc/884 

• UN GA Resolution 62/243, available at:  https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/62/243 
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